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with all her heart; and she conceives a hope of
seeing herself delivered from her captivity, though
she sees neither means nor any probability of this.
Some days afterward, the same thing happens to her;
she kneels again, with the same sentiments. Finally,
having for the third time heard these same voices
from Heaven,—and feeling her confidence increased,
and her courage more animated,—she prays to God
and hastens into a road which she [31] did not know,
in order to return to these countries, without victuals,
without provisions, without escort, but not without
the guidance of him alone who had inspired her, and
who gave her sufficient strength to arrive here,
having traveled more than eighty leagues without
any evil encounter.

She asked us for Baptism from the day of her
arrival; and, seeing the hand of God over her with
so much love, we could not put her off. She had
come straight to this house of Sainte Marie, although
her shorter way would have carried her to the village
to which her parents belonged. Since then, she has
continually increased in fervor, and cannot grow
weary with relating to every one the mercies of God.
Often, in her captivity, she found herself solicited to
what she could not grant without losing innocence;
but never could they draw from her lips even a single
word of agreement. She even carried this so far
that, seeing her in this disposition, which was not
pleasing to those shameless Barbarians, some had
often spoken of beating her to death; and she was
awaiting that death with patience, preferring to die
rather than to commit any sin.

This chapter would have no end, if I [32] should
relate the effects of grace upon these poor Savages,—



